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wouldn't Be interested in lis- 
tening” to the charges or in, 
commenting on them. “I 
wouldn’t dignify those people 
with an answer,” he added. 

! Garrison said he was sur- 
Cont. in Sec. 1, Page 18, Col. 1 



Claim Garrison Extended 
Aid for Help-Story 



By GENE EGBERTS 

(c, 1967, New York Tlmes News Service) 
(Special to The Tlmes-Picayune) 

Two Louisiana prisoners have 
, accused District Attorney Jim 
Garrison’s office of offering 
them concessions if they would 
. - help him prove his charge (hat 
! the assassination of President 
i' Kennedy was the result of a 
conspiracy. 

lie charges came as Gar- 
rison and his staff werepre- 
paring for a hearing Monday 
in Criminal District Court at 
which attorneys for Clay L. 
Shaw, a New Orleans busi- 1 
nessman who Garrison says 
helped plot the assassination, 
will seek the dismissal of con-j 
spiracy charges. 



! 



Miguel Torres , a one-time 
heroitYaad'lct who is in prison 
for burglary, said he had been 
offered his freedom, an ounce 
of heroin, and three months’ 
vacation in Florida if he would 
“cooperative” in the district At- 
torney’s investigation. 

PUT SOMETHING - 
Another convicted burglar, , 
Joim Cancler . said he had been 
told 'before his conviction in 
February, that he might be 
needed to “put something” in - 1 
to the French Quarter home of ! 
Shaw. 

Cancier said a representa- 
tive of Garrison’s office had 
told him that burglary charges 
against him would be dropped i 
if he were to break into , 
Shaw’s home. But after he 
refused, he went on, thedis- f 
trict attorney’s staff stepped 
np its. prosecution against 
him. ! 

The two prisoners made their i 
accusations in recent interviews • 
with this reporter, who visited 
them in prison, and then signed 
statements that outlined the ■ 
major points in their stories. ! 

NOT SURPRISED 1 
When told by this reporter ■! 
Sunday that two prisoners had j 
made charges against his of- j 
fice, Garrison said he ; was not 
surprised that men who had j 
' been convicted by his staff f 
would make charges against it. i 
As a result, he said, he 4 



Continued from Page 1 

prised that charges by Torres 
and Cancler would he given 
credence in. view of their crim- 
inal records.. ■ 

INVESTIGATION 
However, a large part of Gar- 
rison’s investigation has cen- 
tered on the interrogation of 
people who have less than con- 
ventional backgrounds. 

One convicted burglar whom 
Garrison’s staff questioned at 
length in the assassination in- 
vestigation is Emilio Santana, 
30, of Miami. He pleaded 
guilty to burglary in Criminal 
District Court in New Orleans 
in 1964, was sentenced to 
three years, on probation, and 
later given permission to 
move to Florida in the cus- 
tody of the Florida Paroles 
and Probation Commission. 

R. W. Buckhalt Jr. of the 
Florida commission said Garri- 
son’s office had Santana flown 
, ’ or e on Feb. 12 of this year for 



questioning and kept him here 
until Feb. 17. 

USES ADDICT 
It is also known that Garri- 
son’s staff has attempted to de- 
velop several alleged homosex- 
uals as witnesses in his assassi- 
nation case. Garrison has al- 
ready used one former narcot- 
ics addict, who is . now a prison- 
er, in Parish Prison, as a wit- 
ness against Shaw. / 

He is Vernon Bundy, who 
testified that he was on the 
shore of Lake Pontchartrain 
preparing to inject a shot of 
heroin ' into his arm in the 
summer of 1963 when he saw 
Shaw talking to Lee Harvey 
Oswald, the man the Warren 
Commission says killed Pres- 
ident Kennedy alone and un- 
aided. Shaw denies . that he 
ever knew Oswald. 

In addition, Garrison said at 
a news conference in February 
that he and his staff were ques- 
tioning Torres in an effort to 



get information about the Ken- 
nedy assassination. I 
NOT FIRST 

Torres and Cancler are not 
the first persons to make 
charges about the conduct of 
Garrison’s investigation. 

Last month,' another Lou- 
isiana man, Alvin Beauboeuf, 
charged that an investigator 
for Garrison had offered him 
$3,000 and a job with an air- 
line if he would “help sub- 
stantiate” the alleged conspir- 
acy. He said that a tape re- 
cording of the conversation 
was in existence. 

Garrison responded by releas- 
ing a notarized, statement in 
which Beauboeuf swore that he 
was offered the money only after 
he had complained that he could 
not afford to take the time to 
cooperate with the district at- 
torney’s office. 

SIGNED STATEMENT 
Beauboeuf replied through, 
his attorney that he had signer 
the statement only because of] 
“threats and coercion.” 

Torres, who is 29 years old, 
made his charges against Gar- 
rison’s office 1 in a two-hour, in- 
terview with this reporter in 
a prison conference room at the 
state prison at Angola. 

Speaking with file faintest 
trace of a Spanish accent, the 
slightly built native of : Cuba 
said he had served about 
three years of a nine-year 
sentence for burglary. After 
serving his term in the , state 
prison, he faces three’ years 
in a federal prison on a ‘ con- 
viction growing out_ of his 
one - time addiction to nar- 
cotics. jV' " I 

According to . Torres, ;-, two 
members of Garrison’s staff 
visited him at Angola- in- mid- 
January. Then about two weeks 
[later, he said, one of the staff] 
members drove him to Parish 
Prison in New Orleans, where 
Garrison and his assistants 
questioned him sporadically. 

MET WITH AIDES 
At the first meeting with rep- 
resentatives from , Garrison’s 
office, according to a signed- 
statement Torres gave this re-; 



^? er - one investigator said-: 

JVhat wouM be the thing you 
would like the most?” v 
‘I said my freedom,” Tor- 
res said. /‘And he (one of Gar- 

<w»>h S f e P resentaf ives) said. 
Well give yon an ounce of 
heroin and send yon to Flori- 
aa for three months on vaca- 

chon-jnst lay back and en- 

Joy yourself.’ 

And he said, ‘If you don’t 
-WMguei, we’ll make 
? “ 1° those nine years you 

vou h»f e PIU , S the ^er times 
i^jteve pending riFtte' federal 
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'penitentiary. You know the boss 
is very powerful. He can make 
you do all of this time or he 
can cut you loose right at this 
moment.’ ’’ 

OFFER APPLIES 
Torres said he was under the 
impression .initially that the dis- 
trict attorney’s office would 
help him get his freedom if 
he answered questions to the 
best of his ability. But he said J 
he later came to the conclusion 1 
that the offer , of freedom ap- 
plied only if he were to provide 
testimony that would help Gar- 
rison bolster his charges that 
the Kennedy assassination was 
the result of a conspiracy. 

After he was transferred to 
: the prison in N e w Orleans, 
Torres added, he Was taken 
to Garrison’s office, and found 
the district attorney and 
several of his assistants drink- 
ing beer. He said Garrison 
had told him, “Have a couple 
of beers, Miguel,” and then 
! had begun showing him pic- 
tures' of several Cubans and 
New Orleans residents. 

Torres said Garrison had 
(given him a rundown on each 
of them and kept “asking me if 
I knew them. I said, ‘no.’ ’’ 
TRIED TO PERSUADE 



■ At subsequent interrogation ! 
sessions, Torres went on, one] 
member of Garrison’s staff tried ! 
to persuade him to submit to ! 
hypnosis and ; still another ' 
“stressed the point of going ( 
along with Mr. Garrison and 
reminded me how much Mr. 
Garrison could hurt me.” 

One of the interrogators, 
Torres said, “asked me if 
I knew Shaw. I said, ‘no.’ He 
said, ‘yes, you know Mr. Shaw. 
'You frequented his house on Jo 



Dauphine st. You went to his r 
parties. You better tell me, t 
Miguel. You don’t want to get d 
the boss mad.’ ” a 

Torres, who moved to this 
country from Cuba in 1952 when r 
he was 14 and was convicted d 
of burglary in 1964, said the c 
district attorney’s staff seemed t 
convinced that- he had “been d 
involved’ in anti-Castro politics t 
in the early 1960’s in New Or- f 
leans and might have heard s 
anti-Castro forces plotting to 
kill President Kennedy. 

‘WASN’T INVOLVED’ 

. “But I wasn’t involved in 
politics,” Torres said. “At that 
time I had a $120 to $125 a day 
habit and wad too busy steal- 
ing to have time for politics.” 

: “Although they had me 
over a barrel, it Was imma- - 
terial,” Torres continued. “I 
didn’t want to frame anyone. 

I came to the conclusion that 
the only thing that I could do 
and have any principle as a 
man was to tell the truth.” 
Cancler, the other convicted 
burglar, said he did not want 
to get involved in' Garrison’s 
investigation because he was 
“scared” of being connected 
with anything that big and im- 
portant. 

He told his story in a two- 
hour cdnyersation in a visitors’ 
room at Parish Prison. Two 
days later, in the prison’s rec- 
ords- 5 room, he wrote out the 
highlights of what he said were 
his dealings with Garrison’s 
staff. 

CANCLER CHARGED 
Cancler . said that he was 
charged in mid-November ’ of 
last- year with committing a 
burglary on Nov. 6, and that 
soon afterward he went to the 
district attorney’s office, told 
them that he was innocent and 
asked if there were any way 
that the • charges coidd be 
dropped. • 

He said he had been told 
that a member of Garrison’s 
staff would get in touch with 
him later. The contact was 
made, he said, in mid-Janu- 
ary- -Hy-: 

At that time, he said, one of 
Garrison’s aides drove ' him 
through the French Quarter of 
New Orleans, pointed to ShaW’s 
house at 1313 Dauphine st. and, 
according to Gander’s state- 
ment, asked: “Do you think 
you could get in this house?” 
Cancler- said he asked why, 
and the investigator’ then told 
him: “I might want you to put 
something in there.’ 

CANCLER INSISTS 

Cander said, that he had in- 

* * • 



sisted on Knowing ■ wnai s Hap- 
pening” and that the investi- 
gator had told him: “We’re in- 
vestigating the assassination of 
President Kennedy and we have 
reason to believe that the man 
(who) lives in that house had 
something to do with it.” 
According to Cancler, the in- 
vestigator’s attitude “changed 
completely in a belligerent 
sort of way after I refused to 
go along with the program.” 
And soon afterward, Cander 
added, the district attorney’s 
office took steps to bring him 
to trial. A jury convicted him 
Feb. 18 on simple burglary, but 
sentencing has been delayed in 
the case pending action on 
Cander’s request for a new 
trial. 

PRISONER CONFESSES 
Cancler made the request 
after another prisoner on his 
cell tier in New Orleans con- 
fessed to the burglary that led 
to Cancler’s conviction. 

The district attorney’s of- 
fice said, however, that it 
doubted other parte of the 
other prisoner’s story, and, 
as a result, planned to con- | 
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traSe- to press for a lengthy 
sentence for Cancler. 

Meanwhile, attorneys for 
Shaw ; have questioned b oth 
Cander and Torres, and there 
are indications that they plan 
to use them both as witnesses 
for Shaw if he is brought to 
trial by Garrison. 




